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RESPONSES TO COMMENTS ON THE 
INITIAL STUDY/NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE 

MT. SAN ANTONIO COLLEGE TRANSIT CENTER PROJECT  

Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the potential environmental effects 
of the proposed Mt. San Antonio College (Mt. SAC) Transit Center Project (Project) have been 
analyzed in an Initial Study/Negative Declaration (IS/ND) dated September 2018 (State 
Clearinghouse No. 2018091026). The public review period extended for 30 days beginning 
September 13, 2018 and ending on October 12, 2018. Mt. SAC distributed a Notice of Intent (NOI) 
to adopt an ND along with the IS.  

Letters commenting on the information and analysis in the IS/ND were received during the public 
review period from the following agencies: 

• City of Irwindale (September 17, 2018) 

• Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation (September 19, 2018) 

• California Department of Transportation, District 7 (Caltrans) (September 19, 2018)  

• County of Los Angeles Fire Department (October 5, 2018) 

• County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County (October 12, 2018) 

• City of Walnut (October 12, 2018) 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15074(b) states that prior to approving a project, the lead agency must 
consider the proposed IS/ND together with any comments received during the public review 
process. Written responses to comments are not required; however, Mt. SAC, as lead agency, 
has prepared written responses to agency comments received for consideration by the Board of 
Trustees. The comment letters followed by the Mt. SAC’s responses are attached. The numbers 
provided in the right margin of the comment letters correspond to the responses to comments.  

Based on the evaluation in the IS/ND and the comments received, Mt. SAC has determined that 
all potential impacts associated with the proposed project, assuming all applicable mitigation 
measures identified in the 2016 Mitigation Monitoring Program prepared for the certified 2015 
Facilities Master Plan Update (FMPU) and Physical Education Projects (PEP) Final Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR), State Clearinghouse Number SCH 2002041161, are 
incorporated as part of the project, are less than significant and no mitigation is required. 
Therefore, Mt. SAC has determined that an ND in accordance with CEQA is the appropriate 
environmental document for the proposed project. 
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Response to Comment Letter 1 

City of Irwindale 
September 17, 2018 
 
Response 1.1. The commenter states that they have no comments. No further response is 
necessary.  
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Response to Comment Letter 2 

Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation 
September 19, 2018 
 
Response 2.1. The commenter requests to be consulted if any ground disturbance will be 
conducted for the Project. As indicated in Section XVIII. Tribal Cultural Resources of the IS/ND, 
Mt. SAC reached out to two tribes who had requested notification through Assembly Bill 52 by 
sending an information letter on June 18, 2018. The Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians – Kizh 
Nation was one of the contacted tribes. Mt. SAC did not receive any responses to these letters; 
therefore, no consultation was initiated. It should be noted that a Cultural and Tribal Cultural 
Resources Study was prepared for the proposed project and is included as Appendix B to the 
IS/ND. According to the study, it was determined that no native sediments would be disturbed; 
therefore, it was determined that construction monitoring for archaeological and cultural resources 
is not required. 
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Response to Comment Letter 3 

Department of Transportation, District 7 
September 19, 2018 
 
Response 3.1. The commenter states their support of the project as a multi-modal transportation 
project. No further response is necessary. 

Response 3.2. The commenter states that oversized-transport vehicles using Caltrans facilities, 
including SR-57, SR-60, and I-10 in the vicinity of the project, will require a transportation permit 
from Caltrans. The comment is noted and the contractor will be responsible to secure all 
necessary permits from Caltrans. The commenter also recommends that large size truck trips be 
limited to off-peak commute hours. In support of this comment and in order to limit truck trips 
during peak hours, MM AQ-03, stated in Section III. Air Quality of the IS/ND and incorporated as 
part of the proposed project, encourages that receipt of materials occur during non-peak traffic 
hours. 
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Response to Comment Letter 4 

County of Los Angeles Fire Department 
October 5, 2018 
 
Response 4.1. The commenter states that they have no comments. No further response is 
necessary.  
 
Response 4.2. The commenter identifies general requirements related to access, parking on 
public fire apparatus access roads, gates, and water system requirements, and states that the 
project must also comply with all applicable code and ordinance requirements for construction, 
access, water mains, fire flows, and fire hydrants. The project will comply with all applicable 
requirements as set forth by code and ordinance as well as all additional requirements set forth 
by the County of Los Angeles Fire Department.  
 
Response 4.3. The commenter states that potential impacts related to erosion control, watershed 
management, rare and endangered species, vegetation, fuel modification for Very High Fire 
Hazard Severity Zones or Fire Zone 4, archaeological and cultural resources and the County Oak 
Tree Ordinance should be addressed. The commenter is referred to the analysis contained in the 
IS/ND for a full analysis of potential impacts, and specifically to Section IV. regarding biological 
resources; Sections V. and XVIII. regarding archaeological and cultural resources (including tribal 
cultural resources); Section VIII. regarding the lack of area designated as Very High Fire Hazard 
Severity Zone; and Section IX. regarding erosion control. Further, there are no oak trees located 
on or proximate to the project area; therefore, no further studies are required. 
 
Response 4.4. As noted in the IS/ND in Section VIII. Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Question 
A, construction, operation, and maintenance activities would involve use of hazardous materials 
comment to typical construction and operational activities. Should it be determined by the County 
of Los Angeles Fire Department that transport, use or disposal of these materials would require 
permits such as Certified Unified Program Agency hazardous materials handler and hazardous 
waste generator permits, Mt. SAC will acquire all appropriate permits.  
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Response to Comment Letter 5 

County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County 
October 12, 2018 
 
Response 5.1. The commenter correctly states that the project site is currently provided 
sewerage service within the jurisdictional boundaries of the County Sanitation Districts of Los 
Angeles County (Sanitation Districts). The commenter goes on to detail information regarding the 
available capacity of existing Sanitation Districts’ facilities serving the project area. As noted in 
Section XIX. Utilities and Service Systems, of the IS/ND, the addition of a single-use toilet facility 
for transit bus drivers and authorized Mt. SAC personnel would not substantially increase the 
volume of wastewater beyond existing conditions and would not require expansion of sewer lines 
or wastewater treatment facilities.  
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Response to Comment Letter 6 

City of Walnut 
October 12, 2018 
 
Response 6.1. The commenter states that improvement plans for improvements along Temple 
Avenue within the public right-of-way should be submitted to the City of Walnut for review and 
approval. As discussed in Section 2.3, Discretionary and Nondiscretionary Actions, of the IS/ND, 
the project would require approval of street improvement plans by the City of Walnut. Additionally, 
Mt. SAC will coordinate with the City to ensure that these improvement plans comply with all 
applicable City standards, including pedestrian crosswalks, as well as ensure that the proposed 
traffic signal be synchronized with existing traffic signals on Temple Avenue at Bonita Drive and 
Mt. SAC Way. 

Response 6.2. The commenter identifies that haul trucks associated with project construction 
should avoid using Grand Avenue. The IS/ND includes MM TR-32 which is incorporated as part 
of the proposed project and which requires that contractors submit traffic handling plans for 
approval, which would include truck haul routes. As part of this approval process, Mt. SAC will 
ensure that all truck haul routes avoid Grand Avenue. 

Response 6.3. The commenter requests that signs be placed at the four existing bus stops 
proposed for removal offering advanced notification of the bus stop removal and directing riders 
to available alternatives. Mt. SAC will coordinate with Foothill Transit to advertise changes to the 
routes associated with the proposed transit center. Notification will include, at a minimum, signs 
posted at the affected stops. 

Response 6.4. As noted by the commenter, the project would not require any City land use 
entitlements; however, Mt. SAC will meet and confer with the City regarding the project. Further, 
Mt. SAC will coordinate with the City to obtain grading permit approval and review and approval 
of low impact development (LID) stormwater mitigation plans, as noted in Section 2.3, 
Discretionary and Nondiscretionary Actions, of the IS/ND. Additionally, as noted in Response 6.1, 
and stated in Section 2.3, Discretionary and Nondiscretionary Actions, of the IS/ND, the project 
would require approval of street improvement plans by the City of Walnut. 
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